
NOTE: use any form of abrasive when cleaning any mirrors / lens
as this will instantly destroy the optical component.

Never laser

WARNING!

It is very important to ensure that the mirrors and lens are always clean.

Dirt and debris on the optical surfaces reduces the efficiency of the laser beam and causes
local heating of the optic. This can lead to cracking or other damage to the lens or mirror. Care
of the optical components will ensure maximum life.

The best cleaning solution to use is , or alternatively a pure alcohol (e.g. Ethanol or
PURE Acetone - not nail varnish remover and the like which have a cocktail of other oils and
chemicals added).

Carefully use a clean cotton bud dipped in the cleaning fluid, and gently stroke over the surface
of the mirror or lens to remove the contamination that has accumulated on the surfaces.

.

Sometimes specs of debris can 'weld' themselves to the lower surface of the lens. In these
circumstances, remove the lens and soak it in pure alcohol for several minutes to soften the
contamination. Following that, once again, carefully clean the surface as before. Cotton buds
are very low cost in comparison to the mirrors. Once there is dirt on the bud use a fresh one.
The dirt can form a very effective abrasive!

If you needed to remove the mirror / lens from the laser machine, take care when replacing the
optic in its mounting.

If you follow these procedures, you are unlikely to need to reset the optical alignment of your
laser machine. However,

.

isopropanol

DO NOT SCRUB THE SURFACE
DO NOT PRESS HARD ON THE MIRROR / LENS.

,
as it may cause the mirror/lens to crack or become damaged.

always check the alignment when you have completed the
cleaning process

Take all necessary precautions when performing all steps of this procedure
as it is possible that one of the components has not been refitted correctly.

This can lead to a potentially hazardous situation.

Refer to the laser alignment advice or your supplier for details of this procedure.

NOTE: usually, it is not necessary to remove the mirror or lens from its mounting to
clean the optic surface.
DO NOT over-tighten any of these components when replacing them in the mounting

CLEANING THE MIRRORS AND LENS
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